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1 "lower for fear being thought Romantick. But 
1 tale his Eſtimate of 38. and 4 d. 4 Pound, and ſee 
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SOME 


| CONSIDERATIONS 


ON THE 


IMPORTANCE 


OF THE 


Woollen M anufaCtures, & Ge. | 


factures in Ireland, is doubtleſs a laud- 
able Undertaking, and worthy the great 


Encouragement it hath met with. But 


Ai melancholy to reflect that while we are plant- 


ing the Dutch and French Manufactures there with 

ſio great Difficulty and Expence, and helping them 
. 7 to Wealth and Plenty, our Neighbours, 
the French, that politick deſigning Na- 


tion, whom we haye ſo much Reaſon to be afraid 


_ of, and ro guard ourſelves againſt, are ſupplant- 
| 8 us in, and running away with our Woollen 
a 


nufactures, which were with much greater Dif- 


7 ficulty and Expence at firſt eſtabliſhed among us, and 


which have been improving and bringing to Per- 
fection now about Two-hundred Tears; a Manu- 


faQure of greater Importance to us than, not 'the 


Manufactures of Linnen _ Cambricks only, pur 


than 


nE eſtabliſhing and bringing to Perſec: 
Fl tion the Linnen and Cambrick Manu 
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Wealth among us, though all thoſe Nations have 8 


in part been ſupplied, not only with the Corn of 
their own Growth, but with that of other Coun- 


tries alſo. But ſuppoſe thoſe Nations had had no 


Dorn growing among them, and could not have 


WW 
\ 


been ſupplied but from England only, then the Price 
muſt have advanced much higher at Home. Nor 
a barren Spot of Land, or what ſeems to be ſa. 
nom would have been left uncultivated, that we 
might have been able to anſwer the great Demand. 
Thoſe vaſt Sums paid by the Government to en- 


courage the Export of it would have been ſaved, 


and much greater er Wealth: muſt of Neceſſity have 
flowed in upon us. But were theſe Nations to have 


their Fod from England, only, inftead of Raiment, 


it would not be of ſo great Advantage to us, ſince 


5 Husbandry could not then employ the Multitude 


of Hands here as the Woollen Manufacture would 


do. Nay,” tis evident, that it is the latter that hath 


improved and made the former. flouriſh- among 
us, by the numerous Inhabitants it hath brought 
over and employed. For a certain French — 24 


ho wrote between two and three Centuries ſince, 
hen all our Wool was ſuffered to be ſeit Abroad 
to be manufactured in Flanders, in deſcribing En- 
gland, ſays, that it was then a Country very thin- 
Iy peopled, and a Spot of Land ſo barren, that it 
produced no Wheat . the Uſe of its Inhabitants, 
who drew what they did eat of it from Flanders, 
France, and Spain at that Time cultivated and made 
_ «Fruicful by che induſtrous Moors who were in Poſ- 


"= ſeſſion of a good Part of it, tho' ſince their Ex- 


pulſion from thence, it hath returned in a great 
eaſure to its former Barren and infertile State. 
Now, whether what this Frenchman advances, is 
n true or not in the whole, there is great 
V B 2 Reaſon 
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=. _*' by ancient People among them that no Wheat grew 
—_ thereabout within theſe” two Centuries,. and that - 
WB the then Inhabitants had no Bread but what WWW 
= made of Rye to eat; they imagining that their 
A Lands were of too cold a Nature, and top Barren 
to produce it. In Confirmation whereof, in pulling 
down old Houſes, in order to rebuild them, the un= 
der Thatch which was laid on at firſt to cover them. 
with, is found to be of Rye Straw only, whereas 
. that of Wheat greatly exceeds it for that Uſe; and 
WE, at preſent there is no Rye growing in that Coun- 
| try, nor hath been for an Age paſt, but it is one 
* of the moſt plentiful Countries in Eug/and for Wheat, 
1 the beſt of its Kind which is generally all conſumed 
_ among themſelves. Nay, in part of the ſame Coun- 
: ty where the Manufactures have not reach d, they 
> =>- Mill ſow Rye and Rye mixt with Wheat, and have 
=... no Bread for common Uſe but what is made there - 
pf. Now to what can this be owing, but that when 
opodur Wool was not manufactured there, all their 
* Fore- fathers were obliged to feed on Rye, where- 
as, if the Manufactures are preſerved among us, 
=. we and they, and our Pofterity ſhall always have 
Wheat in Plenty. Wheat other Nations may have 
as well as we, but Wool fit for manufacturing 
 '. -Cloaths to any Perfection, alone; they have not of * 
TD.) ueir own Growth, and confequently cannot make 
1 ſuch Cloaths without dur Conſent. Accordingly, 
nothing is more certain than that, when France _ 
hath not been able to come at our Wool at all, 
or but in ſmall Quanrities, then they have not been 
able to carry on their Manufactures, fo as to ſup- 
F ply their own Conſumption; or when their Manu- 
Asackures have not been admitted inte other Conn- 
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ies, 28 in Times of War or Peſtilence, then our 


4 


theirs always decayed ; and no lefs certain is it 


| 175 that the greater the Demands for our Woollen Ma- 


nufactures, the higher was the Price of Wool at 
Home, -the greater was the Merchant's and the 
Manufacture s Profit, and the Labourers had the 
. higher. Wages. | But on the contrary, when the 
. French Woollen ManufaQures flouriſhed moſt, and 
18 they had the greateſt Quantities of our Wool 
unmanufactured, then our Demands always grew 
leſs, the Price of Wool always fell-proportjonably ; _ 
| the leſs Profit the Merchant —_ Manufacturer 
enjoyed, and the Workers in it became poor for 
want of conſtant Labour, and by being oppreſs d 
in their Wages, and became ſo burthenſome to the 
"Pariſhes, that nothing is more common at ſuch 
Times, and particularly at preſent, in Countries 
_ Full of Inhabitants brought there by Manufac- 
tures formerly eftabliſh'd and flouriſhing there, 
than to hear Perſons not well adquainted with 
Trade, wiſh that none were planted among them; 
for then, ſay they, our Lands would not be thus bur- 
ftthened with Poor and Rates made to ſupport them; 
whereas they do not conſider that the Multitude 
of Inhabitants are the Strength and Riches of a 
Nation, provided they can be employed ſo as to 
| Learn their Suſtenance, much more when they can 
0 provide for themſelves a 8 Subſiſtance. For 
8 what is a King without Subjects? Or Lands with- 
out Inhabitants to conſume the Produce of them? 
- . Accordingly, in ſome Countries in England, where 
5 the Lands are naturally barren but full of People, 
brought thither by the Manufactures, thoſe Lands 
' thaye notwithſtanding been ſo cultivated by Art, in 
order to find Food for its numerous Inhabitants, 
us to render them more fruitful and Pay A 
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. h FINS 
WA  ' bHetter Rent, notwith 
of manuring them, than Lands in other Countries 
naturally fruitful, but without ſuch Manufacture, 
and the Numbers of People to conſume their Pro- 
duce. Devonſhire is an Inſtance of this; a Coun- 

ty full of Manufactures, once flouriſhing, where 
the Lands, generally mountainous and naturally 
barren, are by Art with great Expence ſo: cultiva- 
ted as to enable them to ſuſtain its numerous In- 
_ | habitants, inſomuch, that it is become one of the 
moſt plentiful” Counties of Exland, and their 
Husbandry a Pattern for all the reſt to copy af- 
+ ter, Devonſhiring Land being become a Term of 
Art. Their, once uncultivated 
ſands Acres of which formerly did not yield Half- 
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54 
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14 
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nds, many Thous 


a-Crown an Acre yearly Rent, now Lett for 


Twenty-Shillings; Hills ſo thinly covered with 


Earth as ſcarce to hide the Rocks and Stones of 


which they conſiſt, by Art produce Crops in con- 
tinual Succeſſion without Intermiſſion, equal te 


thoſe of rich Lands in other Counties; where they 
are wont, after à certain Number of Crops, to let 
their Fields lie fallow, till they naturally recover 
Strength ſufficient to bear Crops again. How- 
ever incredible it may ſeem, yet certain it is, that 
Hills which produced nothing but Furze, Thorns, 
Brambles and Briars, and their Fruits, Hyps, 


Haus and Slows, are rendred fruitful and made 


to produce the 'beſt of Wheat, Turneps, and 


Barley, three Crops in the Space of two. Years, 


and in the two following Years Clover; and fo 
: are kept on from four Years to four Years, al- 
ways producing the ſame Crops over again with- 
out Intermiſſion. That once barren and worth- 
leſs Hills ſhould be cloathed in as beautiful a Drefs - 
and produce as rich Feed as the fineſt Meadows, 
ſuch as Clover and Turneps certainly are; all 
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much 
there and a da 4 Flow of Wealth for them 
to live plentifully upon, and chat 78 them upon 
contriving Means to make their Lands produce 
ſufßcient to ſupply them with it. I grant, that 
 Inhabirants without Employment for them to earn 
their Subſiſtence by are a Nuiſance and a Bur- 


then, as is too much the Caſe at preſent in moſt 


Parts of this Nation, and of that Country in 
particular, occaſioned by the Decay of the Wool- 
jen Manufactures, as that Decay is to our Wool's 


being ſuffered to go abroad unmanufactured with- 


out Reſtraint: Whereas were that Practice once 


ſuppreſs d, the Inhabitants would be ſo far from 


wanting Employment, as ſome have argued, that 
we ſhould not then have Hands enough in the 


Kingdom to manufacture it: In effect, as often 


as the Manufactures of France, have been inter- 
rupted by the Reaſons above - mentioned, the nu- 
merous Inhabitants of the above- named County 
who have long been, but eſpecially of late Years, 
2 Burthen to the Landed Intereſt for want of Em- 
pPloy, were found, through the greatneſs of the 

Bend ands of Woollen Goods from Abroad not 
able to anſwer them; but when we confider how 


many Parts of Great - Britain and Freland, are 


without Manufactures, and how many Hands 
there have but little to do, that the Manufac- 
turers will extend themſelyes where Labour is to 


be had, and that where Money is to be earned 
and Wages higli; there will be no want of Hands, 
for we ſhall ſcarce be able to prevent tod many 


. .of our indigent neighbouring Nations from crowd- 
ing in 3 * 7 


given to our Workers; and the more they earn 
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us. Then the greater Demand there is 
anufactures the greater Wages ate always 
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© better Rent, notwithſtanding, the great Expence 
+ of manuring them, than Lands in other Countries 
naturally fruitful, but without ſuch Manufacture, 
and the Numbers of People to conſume their Pro- 
duce. Devonſhire is an Inſtance of this; a Couns 
ty full of Manufactures, once flouriſhing, | where 
the Lands, generally mountainous and naturally 
þarren, are by Art with great Expende ſo cultiva- 
ted as to enable them to ſuſtain its numerous In- 
_  habitants, inſomuch, that it is become one of the 
- moſt plentiful” Counties of England, and their 
Husbandry a Pattern for all the reſt to copy af- 
+ ter, Devonſhiring Land being become a Term of 
Art. Their, once uncultivated Lands, many Thou» 
_ ſands Acres of which formerly did not yield Half- 
_ a-Crown an Acre yearly Rent, now Lett for 
'Twenty-Shillings ; Hills ſo thinly covered with 
Earth as ſcarce to hide the Rocks and Stones of 
which they conſiſt, by Art produce Crops in con- 
tinual Succeſſion without Intermiſſion, equal to 
thoſe of rich Lands in other Counties; where they 
are wont, after à certain Number of Crops, to let 
their Fields lie fallow, till they naturally recover 
Strength ſufficient to bear Crops again. Ho. 
ever incredible it may ſeem, yet certain it is, that 
Hills which produced nothing but Furze, Thorns, 
Brambles and Briars, and their Fruits, Hyps, 
Haus and Slous, are rendred fruitful and made 
to produce the beſt of Wheat, Turneps, and 
Barley, three Crops in the Space of two Tears, 
and in the two following Years Clover; and fo 
are kept on from four Years to four Years, al- 
ways producing the ſame Crops over again with- 
out Intermiſſion. That once barren and worth- 
leſs Hills ſnould be cloathed in as beautiful a Drefs - 
and produce as rich Feed as the fineſt Meadows, 
ſuch as Clever and Turneps certainly are; Fed : 
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ibis is owing to the Wöollen Manfatures fo. mm 
planted among them. Tbey r Inhabitants © 
+ . there and a. prodigious Flow of 


contriving Means to make their Lands pre ; : 
ſufficient, to ſupply them with it. I grant, that © 


. their Subliſtenc by are a Nuiſance and a Bur- 


len Manufactures, as that Decay is to our Wool's 


out Reſtraint :, hereas were that Practice once 


rupted by the Reaſons above · mentioned, the nu- 3 
merous Inhabitants of the above - named County 1 
who have long been, but eſpecially of late Years, '3 
.. a Burthen, to the Landed Intereſt for want of Em- 
8 P loy, were found, throng ths greatneſs of the 


for we ſhall ſcarce be abſe to prevent todo many ' 

. .of our indigent neighbouring Nations from crowd - _— 
ing in upon us. Then the greater Demand there is 
. . for our Manufactures the greater Wages are always 
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* 8 F. ealth for them 1 1 
to live plentifully upon, and that n "od 4 
| ds produce | 


Inhabitants without Employment for. them to earn 


then, as is too much the Caſe at preſent in moſt 


Parts of this Nation, and of that Country in 
particular, . occaſioned by the Decay of the Wool- IM 


being, ſuffered to go abroad unmanufactured with- . 


ſuppreſs d, the Inhabitants would be ſo far from 
wanting Employment, as ſome have argued, that _ 
we ſhould not then- have Hands enough in_ the - = 
Kingdom to manufacture it: In effect, as often 
as the Manufactures of Fance have been inter- . 


- 


Demands of  Woollen Goods from Abroad not 

able to anſwer them; but, when we confider how 

many Parts of Great-Britain and Freland, are 
without . ManufaQures, and how many Hands w 
there have but little to do, that the Manufas  - 
.turers will extend themſelyes where Labour 18 co = 
be had, and that where Money is to be earned 
and Wages high there will be no want of Hands, 
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" Hep wil & 1! in proportion occaliot 
_ the cultivarion''of Lands and raife their Value,” 
Bot only by caufing the Froduce of them to de 
- u off at a Price, but by coding ths. 
oor'alfo to ſu wal Numbers that there wo % 
be ſcare any to proyide for. Whereas, at 7; 
ſent, chere never was {o much Occafion for 
viſion, nor fo great complaining in our Sebi, 
for want of it. Evident it is, that the higher 
_ Wages our Workers can earn in our Manyfac- 
tures, the more Money from Foreigners will be 
brought in among us, and thę more it will circu- 
late do the Benefit of all Rinks, Degrees and 
Profeffions among us. Nor can the highneſs of the 
Wages hurt our Manufactures, if 5 to out 
ſelves; for the Difference of them, whether high 
or low, is but a Trifle on a Suit of Cloaths, even 
to the pooreft Perſon,” But were it otherwiſe, 
Cloaths muſt and would be had. FE. There U T 
doth not affect a Perſon fingly, yi 
ons are concerned, there the 90 e 
conſiderable. But mould our Labourers be obliged 
: 1 work at ſuch low Rates as the French; --- ij 
fubmir with them, to wear wooden 
ſtuft with Rags, or Straw, without Stockings eve 
in Winter, and go without Ne Stockin py 
_ frarce Cloaths | to. cover them jn Summer ; | 
they be content fo feed on a few Herbs vickd in 
the Fields and boiled in Water to a 5 5 maigre 
on Sygils and Frogs, which'every Hedge and Ditch 
«affords, or on dry Bread und Salt, with wer 
, ure Water and Cytler mixt with' Water 
ü ould, I fay, our Manufacturers be con- 
721 — þ te live thus, our Lands will then lie un- 
9 for want of their Frodice being taken 
* muft * — E 


A 


NE go At in Jai gy are of - | 
ot to be got into other Cquntries withour, 


anufactures without any Duty, which is 8, 10, 


| nap 12 per 88 80 on ſome of ours difference in their 


Favour. t Flanders, whoſe Inhabitants in 


King William's and Queen Aue 's Wars (when the 
French could not have our Wool, or but in ſmall 
Quangtities) were wont to take vaſt Quantities of 

our ManufaRures, not only for their own Con- 


ſumption, but that of the French alſo, into whoſe 


i Country they were wont to ſmuggle them, now are 
almoſt wholly ſupplied with the French Manufac- : 


rures, ſmuggled in like Manner in among them; 
and if they do fo in Flanders, as I myf can te- 


Fe fy, they. doubtleſs do the ſame into Germany, 5 
_ , $a, and thoſe other Countries which lie conti- 


gudus to . and this great Advantage they 
cannot be deprived of by — but by keeping our 
Wool * them, which would ſoon render them 


| incapable of carrying on any Woollen Manufao- 
cute, and conſequently of ſupplying their own | 
| Conſumption, much leſs other Nations, and un- 
der- ſening us by ſuch Practices. 


But rs 3 dot, ſhould we keep our Wool at 


Home unmanufactured, whether we ſhould have 

15 Demands for i it manufactured. . Ler ſuch conſider, 

chat it is all continually conſumed, now, notwith= | 

: 2 ſo much Foreign Wool is work d up with | 
1c A 

buta ll of it was work d up here, then the Sort = 


that when "France could not have our Wool, - 


that now ſells for no more than 4 l. per Pack, 
yielded 16 I—. So far ſhould we be from having © 


5 our Wool lie on hand, » 1 doube we ARGS not have. 


enough . 
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Wha aying the Duties laid on them, which are poi 5 ED A 
£7 ral y very high; but the French, having many Na- NO. 
? Tons on their Borders, find Means to run in their, 
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Which would be far 
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our Demands, but be obliged to 
of our Neighbdurs from them, 
| yould be far from a Diſadvantage to us, 
as would at firſt Sight ſeem ; for the Labour of a 
Pack of Wool, take .the fineſt Sort with the heavi- 
eſt Sort of Manufactures, is computed at a Me- 
dium, to amount to 40 J. — I ſay, at ſuch 3 Price 
when the Manufactures are flouriſhing, Now a 
Pack of Wool ſells at preſent but for 4 l. — ane 
9 75 it imported ſo, and when manufactured 
ſent again to that Nation from whom firſt drawn, 
all the Labour at leaſt would be gained to us who 
manufacture it, which 80% the greater At- 
tention; for by it will appear the great Loſs the. 
Nation ſuffers by permitting Wool to go Abroad 
unmanufactured, as it hath reduced the Price of it 
from 16/1. — to 41. — and our Labourers, con- 
ſidering how much they fit ſtill for want of Work, 
and how much they are oppreſſed in their Wages. 


that the Makers may be enabled to afford their 


Goods as near the French Markets as poſſible, 
have not more than half Wages; and the Labour 


of 500,000 Packs with which they can work up 


« % 


about a Million and half of Packs of their own is 
loſt to the Nation, fo much being computed to be 
carried off 'unmanufaGured ; All which together 
is ſo immenſe a Sum to our Detriment, that one 
may well ſtand amazed to conſider we ſhould be ſo 
infaruated as to ſuffer ſo great a Bleſſing, which the 
_ Almighty hath fo ſignally favoured us with and 
_ diſtinguiſhed us by, to be ſo horridly abuſed and 
diſregarded by us. This will better appear by a 


little Calculation what Advantage it might be to 
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Half of 


Packs, at 35 1. per Pack, amounts to 


7 e it, then the Labour o ' a Million” and 
| : Fifty-two Millions and Half Sterling. And that : 


they do work up ſo much may well be ſuppoſed; 


than is abſolutely neceſſary for them. 


for they certainly will import no more of our Wool 


But all our Wool and Labour together, as now 
ſuffered to go Abroad, amounts to but 14 Mil- 
lions Sterling, beſides the many other Advantages 


loſt to us and gained to them by it, to illuſtrate 
which would fill a Volume, and require an abler 
Pen than mine. It is what that Nation is ſenſi- 
ble of, as appears by their ſetting us at Variance 
with Spain, whereby our Commerce with them 


hath been ſo long interrupted, and is at laſt pro- 


+  hibited, while they enjoy it uninterrupted ; and by 
affecting a Neutrality, hurt us thereby more than 

2 War with them could do, ſince that would ftop - 
their Manufactures, and then they as well as Pain 


muſt have ours. | 


With ſo great Reaſon hath the honeſt and ex- 


, perienced Author of a late Pamphlet ſaid, that 
the great Source of Wealth and Strength of this 


trading Nation, which are the Safety of it and 


the Support of the Government, as eſtabliſh'd in 


the preſent Illuſtrious Houſe, are our Woollen 


Manufactures, the total Decay of which muſt be 


attended with the Ruin of the Kingdom, and 
Subverſion of the Conſtitution; and that the Ex- 
portation of our Wool to France is the chief Cauſe 


of their Strength and our Weakneſs. To what 
elſe, than to the Decay of our Trade and Manu- 
facture, can it be attributed that, whereas it hath' 


been often confidently aſſerted, within theſe Twenty _ + 
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* Mr, Samuel Webber's Five Letters, 
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flouriſhing, nor ſtrengthned with more powerful 


Alſiances than at that Time, now we ſhould: be 


reduced to ſuch a miſerable Condition, that ſo far 


from holding the Ballance of Power in Europe, 


| we. have been lately told from the ſame Quarter, 


that we are too weak to go to War being without 
Money, or Allies. No wonder then, if we are 
become ſo poor and weak that we are deſpiſed; 
and not ſupported, bur trampled upon; for Po- 
verty and Contempt, whether in Kingdoms, or 
private Perſons, are inſeparable Companions. 
+, However, ſtill let us try, perhaps tis yet not too 


late to retrieve our Circumſtances. If we will bur 


act like Men, we have the Ways and Means to it 
chalk d out to us by our Enemies and Rivals 
themſelves. For what hath been propoſed to ad- 
vance them to the Height of Glory and Grandeur 
will effectually carry us to it, if purſued before it 
be too late WES] 1 brag 


Ie Wins 6d Mawes Fhlvier dt peanati 


by the Author of an admirable Scheme, calculated 
entirely for the Benefit of hig Country, ſome Ex- 


tracts from which the Craft gave us in De- 
cember 3 which Scheme the French\ Miniſtry: 
ſeem in reality to govern their Condu& by, where 
be Addrefſes his King to this Effect, let but 
your Majeſty encourage the Manufactures and 


* the Commerce of your Induſtrious Subjects, 
© inſtead of Oppreſſing them with Taxes, in or- 
der to extend your Dominions by War, ſuch 


Wealth will then flow in upon them that you 


vill always find Money wherewith to buy from 
hs. Time to Time Provinces from your neceſſitous 
Neighbours upon eaſier Terms, get them on 
Ha ſafer, and ſecure them on a more ſaſting Foun- 


5 dation, than what you can do by Conqueſt. By 


OW 


« pure 


f N - - * p 2 2 Ly 
: 1 * 4 ** 4 Ws. Wa If ö Vs LIC a. 
* » Fd #4) . > 1 
5 # LT F - . . - 
= ** & 1 * 4 
4 - y of * 
— . 5 


* . e 5 
Ko *.” 1 * * 4.04% «© 
, LOA S% lr . 
t | &' XL N . * NN 
P # . 1 — C 4 7 n >» 1% 1 
. * £ Oe fs HO & 
Pl * . © % A * W 1 . > * „ 1 0 
by = p | 1 1 _ 6 : * - _ * g 72 g * * 
© * * * * 4 * —* . - * * 2 Hd 
_ + * 1 7 
4 N : \ * 3 g E _ 
N 3 * 
* 5 * R 
. 


; * fs 55 "pf : Sk - +. 3 : „ 7 — 2 5 . 5 a ; 5 7 75 
Tears, that the Nation never was more nch and 


b 


8 2 S 3 * 1 en 2 2 4 4 s * , \ 
= Sc 14. N e * N * * ha WY 8 * r 9 22 £1 a4 * 'F * FF 4 8 dl mY FP as N alt 7 N * 
, > \ . * : WS p . c .) F508 AIDEN EY TOP V 
* . * N c 4 
' 4 8 1 n r — ** . «» £4 
OSS . RY 5 . 3 n * 4 0 
19 * 5 3 9 : 
n 
PE 
8 * . 
- 5 * ; 3 4 
* 4 


on Ve IT ba 
Aist 
N T4 * 
; - 
_ * 5 
Hs 
4 


1 „ purſuing theſe Meaſures. alſq you will be en- 
a bled to fit out and maintain ſuch à power - 
1 e ful Fleet, as will be ſufficient to humble thoſe 
_— -  *© haughty iſlanders, who believe and call them- 
=  * ſelves Kings of the Sea, and obli e them to | 
1H | < pay the firſt Honour to the French Flag.” - But 
þ what Manufactures have they ſo conſiderable, 
—_— beſides thoſe carried on with our Wool, by which 
1 they draw to themſelves the Wealth of Spain, with 
wn 15 whom they had little or no Commerce thirty Years. 
 .,, fence, though now they have almoſt engroſs d it to. 
i3 tthemſelves, as the Enghſh had before they were. 
thus ſupplanted. Nor have they any Commerce 
but what, ſo long as we remajn Mafters of: the 
_ Sea, we may greatly diſtreſs and ruin. In order 
to both which, the Author of the Five Letters be- 
| : fore taken Notice of, hath propoſed. an admirable. 
Scheme, which, when fully explained, will be found 
not only effectual to prevent our Wool from being 
| earried off unmanufactured (ſo often attempted to 
be done, though hitherto never effected) but ſo 
far from being deſigned for the monopolizing of 
Trade, or enriching himſelf and his Aſſociates by 
oppreſſing their Fellow Subjects (as ſome would, 
maaliciouſly inſinuate) that nothing can be better 
galalculated for the Welfare and Proſperity of all the 
Community, to make the Maſter and the Servant 
I always at Peace with each other, without Oppreſ- 
; ſion on the one Hand, or Riotous Diſorders on 
5 the other; both equally ruinous to the Manufac- 
tures and the Nation. Moreover, to prevent that 
great Grievance, ſo univerſally complained of, to 
wit, Labourers going off and leaving their Fa- 
milies to the Pariſn for a Maintenance, whilſt 
they in another part of the Kingdom wallow in 
Vice and Luxury. Theſe are ſome of the henefi- 
_ cial, Effects which this Scheme, if put in Execu- 
. | | tion, 
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neceſſaty' to the advantagious carrying on of the 


Manufacture, that the Welfare thereof entirely 
depends on its being accepted and put in Execu> 5 

tion. But this is not all the Benefit he propoſs 
ſmall be reaped thereby, for he likewiſe engages 9 


ly, a Million, Sterling, clear of all Charges, and 
that from Foreigners only, without laying any 
Tax on Wool, or the Woollen Manufactures, and 


without any one Inhabitant of Great- Britain or 
Dieland's paying towards it a ſingle Farthing. ' 
And this Million may, if the Exigency of Af-' 


x 2 


fairs ſhould require it, be increaſs d to many more 
within a few Years after the Wool ſhall be effec- 
tually ſtopt from going off unmanufactured, with- 
out prejudicing them in the leaſt. Beſides, the 


ſtill much greater Advantages, which all Ranks 


* 


and Degrees among us will farther en joy. By it 
alſo the Wealth of Spain will be made again to 
return to its former Courſe and flow up the Thames, 
from which it hath been ſo long diverted. For, 
they, as well as the Portugueſe, are only Slaves to 

dig the Mines for that Nation, who can beſt ſup- 

ply them with the Manufactures of a: Fleece more 

valuable than Gold itſelf. And as Money is un- 
doubtedly the Sinews of War, by it we ſhall like- 

wiſe be enabled once more to humble our am- 
bitious aſpiring Neighbours, who, if the Meaſures 
which have already been too long purſued are con- 
tinued, will bind us in ſuch Chains as, tho' made 
of our own ſoft Wool, will be inſupportable to a 


People born Free and unaccuſtomed to the Yoke. 


What enabled us to ſupport the long and expen- 
five Wars in King William and Queen Anne's T 
in order to preſerve. our Liberties, then ſo much 


valued, but not more threatned, and in greater 


Danger 
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1 ROE: loſt than 5 
88 lay 5 onour aud eee ons 97 455 
dent Monarch, in the Duſt, but the Woollen Ma- 
nufactures ? France itſelf, for Reaſons already gien, 
was all that Time obliged to ſupply themlelves with, 
_ thoſe Goods from us, and in Return, to furnim 
us with thar Money which ſo much contributed to 
their own Deſtruction. And what hath 'reduced. 
us, after having enjoyed 'a longer Peace, without. 
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; 2 loſt one Battle, or been viſited with any 
5 amities by the Hand of God or Man, but what 
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1 we might: and ought to have prevented by hs 
2 . . porting our 8 and protecting our Mer- 
21 DN chants; What I fay, hath reduced, us do ſuch a 
4 5 18, as to be ready to lay our Necks under the 
1 Nw E of the inſidious and baſe inſulting. Foe. bur 
1 the Decay of our Manufadures and, of our 5 IN 
Fi merce and. the-flonriſhing Condition of their 

1 5 are ſlily bringing about by - Policy what” The 7 8 
Ri 3 ſenfible. they. could not do b Force; a reeably to. 
Y ttth:at favourite Maxim of the Jeſuits, the Supp 

= ' of that Society, and by - them made the Rule 0 4 ; 
WW - all rheir Underaking 
. is ve | It is high Time 15 for ht Bang 3 | 
has incerpole and prevent their Country's Ruin before 
—_— 55 it be too late, by enacting Laws worthy. of them- 
n _ Felves; | not ſuch as at the ſame Time as they. - 
= vere made are Never deſigned. to be put in Exe- 
= | cution; or if put in Execution, are not ufficient for 1 
1 : 3 85 £ 5 the Ends propoſed, contrived only to achuſe and oY 
WL  _ flop the. . 'of- a People ſtarving for want -.- 
2 | | vf anEmploy, while their Enemies are ſuffered at 
1.18 = the lame Time to run away with i it, or perhaps 0 
Bet | 3 = them believe that the crying Evil is remedi- 
| HRS leſs. No, I hope the ay make ſuch Laus as 
ll { |. -_-_ ., _- cannotfailof being e wal, and that they them- 
WR _” 2 ves will N Seas mine N i xy 
i | \ BY - : | a 5 | 
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jultly pin Matters whic h Are, in {< 7 
. great Concern, mere Triftes, and they 
ink much to do it in this Air. which is ah 
great Importance that nothing can more deſęrte 
r firicteſt Regard and Attention. But, if; of- 
5 ter Mn, Words are not ſufficient ro-expole this per- 

5 3 and deſtructive Advantage which. our Ene- 
mies have at preſent over us, and the Ruin it will in- 
apoidably bring on us, if they are any longer fuſſerod 
to enjoy it, let us try whether Examples will be more 
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A prevalent and more- 'effecually awSkenus'out of 
a 1 that Lethargy which we are ſunk inte. The fame 
* - Cauſes Will Baturally produce the fame Eflects; 
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aud happy axe they Sad the 'Miſcarriages 20d 
'Misfortunes of others make wiſe in their. 
Keſpecst. Flaiders, once incredibly oppulent, * 
2 and 'fertiſe,” arrived” to that Happy State 
our Wool 1 1 permitted to be carhed over 
5 nd Work d ere, they paying for that Li- 
* 205 Dues which our Kings hid thereon. 
* this were founded thoſe numerous, large, re- 
gular, and well built Cities Wherewith it abounds, 
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ull” of magnificent Churches, adorned after their 
manner with exquilite Paintings, and Tod fry 
ments of ineſtimable Value; © Tk and ſtate 
Abbys, Monaſtries and Convents ſo richly e 

that ſome of their Revenues ly ual that of Princes” . 
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6 8 fuperb Town-Halls and gazines, for the 
Accommodation and well Nan e of theſe 
Mahufactures, which ſtrike one with Wonder and 
Sorptize in contemplating their Sumptuouſneſs 
and Grandeur ;. of Canals of vaſt Breadth and 
Length, for the eaſier Conveyance of Goods, and 
il wi of one 190 "6 with Bus — 4 
niſhed wi * ew: 5m uifite, as to 
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Voedſſels, fometimes a Foot perpendicular, 
the whole dug out and erected at ſuch vaſt Ex- 
pence, that it almoſt exceeds all Belief. All. 


this, however, was done and ftill remains, though. - 


at preſent but little uſed, effected by the ĩmmenſe 
Proſits brought into their Country by manufactu- 


ring our Wool. The Dukes of Burgundy, their So- 


vereigns, were ſenſible of the Source from whence 


all this Wealth flowed, and always in Alliance 
with our Kings that they might not by diſobliging 


them, put them upon ſeeking Means to interrupt 


it; and our Sovereigus on the other hand, were 


-contented to ſuffer it, as well on Conſideratiop of 


the vaſt Reyenues it brought them, as becauſe 


by it they alſo rendered almoſt dependent on them 


an Ally an that by his Aſſiſtance it was, 
that they from Time to Time were enabled to 


Icourge ambitious Fance, and even to 0 5 it. 


The Value that the before · named Princes ſer on 

this Jewel could not be better expreſt than by 
this, that one of them inſtituted the Order of 
De Golden Fleece in Honour of it, and as an Ac- 


knowledgment of the mighty Advantages he re- 
ceived by it which Order of Knighthood after- 


wards deſcended with his Dominions to the Crown 
of Spain. The Order it ſtill retains, but the Do- 
minion it hath, long ſince irrecoverably loſt, by 
oppreſſing the Inhabitants, in their Liberties; 


who, invited by that wiſer Princeſs, Queen Elixa- 
beth, came over in great Numbers and ſettled 


here, bringing with them the Manufacturers alſo 
and ſettling. them, for the firſt Time, effectually in 


this Nation. But this was not eaſily effected, nor did 
they leave their Country without great Reluctance. 


For afterall other Means were uſed without Suc- 
ceſs, rhe DE and Gentry went ip 2 Body to 
250 Petition their Governefs that their Grievances 
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| Fight . bett 8 their n 8. Neher 
She, ſurprized to ſee” ſuch Numbers © come abour 


her, and neither underſtanding their Language, 
nor ſenſible of their Grievances, which hac been 
artfully concealed from her, ask d the Prime Mi- 
mfter who they were, and what they would have? 5 
He told her in Anſwer, That they were only a 
Parcel of Sturdy Beggars, and as ſuch, they were 
diſmiſs d without Redreſs :. Upon which the whole 
Country re Folted, and Seven of the Provinces - 
were irtedoverably loft; and the other Ten, who 
returned to their Obedience, were ruined: For 
= Woollen Manufactures decayed immediately, 
their Cities with them. 8o that Antwerp, 
which had. at that Time a more 3 Trade 
than London, from the Model of whoſe magnificent 
Exchange that of London and "Amſterdam too were 
built, (which latter City owes all its Grandeur, 
at preſent, to Antwerp s y, as their whole 
State doth to the Plunder of the Spaniards during 
40 Years War, in which they diſputed their Li- 
berry) the City of Antwerp, I ſay, by Decay of 
the Manufactures, and for want of being under a 
Prinee able to protect their Trade, is at preſent. 
reduced fo low that their Houſes are almoſt with- 
our Inhabitants, and Graſs grows on open 
Area of their fine Exchange ept con- 


„ which is 
tinually weeded out for want of Merchants to 
frequent and walk on it; and their River, capa- 
ble of admitting Ships of any Burthen, hath not 
been failed on by a Ship for more than a Century 
paſt. See another Inftance' in Ghent, a City at 
je Time ſo full of Manufactures of Wool, that | 
ffately Tower called the Belſſy, ftilt remaining, 
res built there purely to place à Bell therein, 
which was wont to be rung Morning, Noon and 
Night, when! the Wore: went to and returned - 
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Perſons, and what ever elſe might crowd the Streets, 


might withdraw ang be taken away at that Time, 
that they. might paſs without Lett or Hindrance. 
Their Labourers were in ſuch Multitudes that 


there would not have been room enough without 
it; nay, ſo populous was it that Charles the Fifth 
willed into their City, and fortified,” at an im- 
menſe Expence, a vaſt large Tract of Land for 
their better Accommodation, which he had good 


otice of it that all other 


Neaſon to think would ſoon have all been built. 


ef 


upon; but his Sen and Succeſſor, driving away the a 


Manufacturers (as hath been already ſaid): he was 
_ therein miſtaken, the greateſt part of what was 
0 incloſed being made uſe of at preſent, only for 


Gardens and for Fields to bleach Linnen in, for 
Paſture and for Tillage, the City itſelf being very 


thinly inhabited, though ſtill better than Bruges, 
enced haughty by reaſon of irs. flouriſhing Ma- 
nufactures and Commerce, that when the Empe- 


_ Tour Maximilian (to whom it with the reſt of the | 


Nerberlands came by his Marriage with the Daugh- 
.ter 'and Heireſs of. the laſt Duke of Burgundy) not 


accuſtomed to goyern a Free People, ſuch as the 


Hlemmings once were, was reſolved to humble them 


by breaking in upon their Privileges ; and having 


gained over ſome of their Magiſtrates by Corrup- 


tion, he ſent his Son, the King of the Romans, a- 


mong them to cauntenance and ſupport the De- 


ſign. But the Inhabitants appriſed thereof, and 
zealous for their Liberties, took up Arms, ſeized 
their Prince, and -confined him in Priſon, from 


henoe they would not releaſe, him till he had 


Aropꝭt the Deſign, and promiſed never to engage 
in the like again. This large, well baile apo one 
riot and populous City, is now ſo much, deſerte 


und without Inhabitants, that a great Houſe there 


may 
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once o femarkable for Lurhiy and Exceſs by © 
reaſon of that immenſe Wealth which flowed in 3 
upon them, that they were ſtiled by their Neigh⸗ | 

bours the drunken Flemmings, are ſo far from it tiow 


In word, the Inhabitants of this Sd Cot 7 


as to have ſcarce. Bread to eat. What ſupports 9 
them, beſides ſome Remains of a Lace and Linnen 


Manufaqure (Which is every Day leaving them) 2 
is thoſe numerous, and nobly endowed Founda- | 
tions of Religious Houſes laid by their Fore-Fa- 
thers in the Time of that Golden Age already de- 
| ſcribed, and an immenſe Wealth which ſtill Remains 
in private Families among them, and which the con- 
tinual Wars the Country ſuſtained for a Century 
and half, and the Decay of their Manufactures have 
not pet been able ro drain them of, though ſotne 
of the beſt Families of the Country have ſuffered 
"yy ſo much by it, as to be reduced to Want even the 


de- Neceſſaries of Life. Such ſad Conſequences are 

he arbitrary Meaſures attended with, and ſo ruitious 

_ and deſtructive both to Prince and People, when 

ot made uſe of to deprive of the ir Liberties 'a Peo- 

the ple born Free. Whereas, even under arbitrary 

em | Governments, where the Manufattures and Trade 
ing are encouraged, there it hath notwithſtanding quite 
aps | different Effects; of which we have an Inftance in 
a- that part of Flanders, which is under the French. 


» "i _. The City of Life was fo far from having any 


ind Woollen Manufacture there within theſe Forty 
zed Years, that jt took off more of them from us than 
om any other City in Flanders, ſupplying therewith a 
had great Part of France, This & ty, though much 
age enlarged by Lewis the XIVth, "when he compleared 
nc their Fortifications, yet is no ſo cloſely: built 
-46 that they complain much for want of Room to 
ere bruld more, having andy ou N theilt old 
nay Wooden Houſes, and bulk. 
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in their Phraſe) 


four Million Sterling; beſides what they ſend into 
France and the Auſtrian Netherlands, from which 
they are but four or five Engliſh Miles diſtant. 
This brings in ſuch a flow of Wealth on them; 

and their Buildings and Manner of Life is ſuch, 
that the French affect to call it Little Paris, and to 
think it as Rich as Paris itſelf, the Court and No- 
bility excepted ; and their Lands about it are 
Proportionably well cultivated, Green and Flouriſh- 
ing ; whereas, when you enter upon the Emperor's 
Territories contiguous to them, we ſee them, in 
Compariſon to the other, negleRed, withered and 
dry: In ſo much, that their Inhabitants wiſh for 
nothing more than an Opportunity of throwing 
themſelves under the Prote&ion of France. The 
City of Antwerp, which once ſo plentifully abound- 
ed in all Things, through the Decay of their Wool- | 
len Manufacturies, is now almoſt without Inha- 
bitants or Commerce, their River without Ships, 
and their Exchange almoſt withour Merchants. 
But to look nearer Home, into the once flouriſh- 
ing Metropolis of this Nation. It is furprizing 
to ſee how many Houſes, in all Parts of it, are at 

| preſent without Inhabitants, and even in the Heart 
of it; whereas, about fifteen Years ſince, there 
was ſcarce an Houſe to be hired for Money. See- 
ing then theſe Things are ſo, is it not high Time 
for the honourable and worthy Magiſtrates to ex- 
ert themſelves with a Zeal and Vigour equal to 
the great Importance. of the Cauſe before us. 
The ſevere Winter hath at Times made our Cuf- 
tom-houſe and Exchange deſert almoſt, and alſo 
3 | OR e 


3 


. 43, 2 3 * 
* N . «wah 3 1 K F 4 N * 7» ” — LY 7 
£ TP * Pad LC ia WH 22 , * — 4 . * 9 * 3 22 * 2 
6, * _ ? arne 9 N * * Va 2 
» Vs * * +. 5 # 
Px. p 


dur Streets without thoſe Crowds which were wont - | © 
to throng us; crowded often by none but poor 
Peaple reduced to the utmoſt "Diſtreſs for Want 
of. Labour. But what the Froſt hath done a Stag- 
nation of our Trade, and the Decay of our Ma- 
E nufactures will in Time, as certainly effect; and 
then, who ſhall ſupport. the Poor throughout the 
whole Nation, when, for want of Employ, they 
ſhal! become too numerous to be provided for at 
all. It is high Time for the Nobility and Gentry 
of the Kingdom allo to look about them and con- 
ſider whether they can ever expect to enjoy thoſe 
"Bleſſings under a French Government, as they can 
under our preſent Conftitution, and the Eftabliſh- 
ment of it in his Majeſty's illuſtrious Houſe. 
This entirely depends on this one Point, whe- 
ther we will encourage their Manufactures, or 
our own. How aftronting then, how even auda- 
cious is it for any one, how highly ſoever diſtin- 
guich, in Defiance of the Laus, and on the moſt 
joyful Occaſions, to come into his Majeſty's Pre- 
ſence, and to approach his Royal Perſon dreſt in 
the ManufaQures of France, as is ſo commonly 
done ; nay, ſo much the Mode is it become, that 
a. French Taylor, who lately came over, impudent- 
ly and inſulringly boaſted (though we hope with- 
out Truth) that he had received Orders ſince his 
Arrival here for no leſs than fifty Suits of Cloaths 
from ſome of the greateſt Perſons in the King- 
dom to be made at Paris, entirely of the Manu- 
facture of France, and ſent over tq be worn here. 
Not as that French Manufactures do, as yet, ex- 
ceed the Engliſh, but if their Dreſs were not wholly , 
French, they could not appear at our Court juſt 
in the Mode, as the French Nobility do at theirs. 
* Now can any one be ſo ſtupid as to think that 
0 the French Court by our paying them ſuch Com- 
r pliments will be induced to ſupport his Majeſty 
| on 
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on his. Throne? No, certainly, they are ne les 
Pe A : Es e 1 8 f 5 2 be 8 0 % The 


the ſworn Enemies of his Majeſty in particular, 
than of the whole Nation in J Lene I ©! 
is, we haye loſt the Balance of Power, and it ſeems 
plainly to appear to have been by ſuffering our 
anufaRures to Decay, while theirs are ſo flouriſh- 
ing, as to gain to their Nation by Labour in it only 
upwards of Fifty-two Millions Sterling yearly, 
that Labour being reckoned at 51. — per Pack 
cheaper done than, the. Engliſh would have workt 
it, which amounts to ſeven Millions and a half; a 
Sum which the Labour of manufacturing all the 
Wool workt up in E 4, at 77 doth not 
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much exceed that immenſe Sum of Fifty-two Mil- 
lions yearly, gained to them while we are loſing, 
will alone incline the Balance of Power In their 
Favour; and tis too much to be dreaded, that 

they will not long be in Poſſeſſiön of it, without 
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By this Time, I hope, the Reader is convinced 
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of what Conſequence it is to preſerye our Trade, 
by keeping our Wool at Home; what vaſt Wealth 


and Power were the Conſequence of manufactur- 
ing it; how Flaugers flouriſhed by the Means of it; 
how aſterwards that Country ſunk again as faſt 
into Poverty and Weakneſs by the loſs of it; how 
rich and powerful it made this Nation, while we 
manufactured it ourſelves : Nor, while Rich we 
were eſteemed, courted and feared by our Neigh- 
bours, I need not ſay, becauſe every one knows, 
we were the Arbiters of Europe; ſince we have 
ſuffered our Wool to go Abroad unmanufactured, 
every one feels and ſees into what Poverty we are 
fallen, with a Load of unemployed People to be 
ſupported while we have leſs Money to do it with, 

Into what Contempt we are ſunk abroad, we are 
told by an experienced Perſon, who, as I obſerved, 
has aſſured us, that we have not one Ally, F 
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France, 
by 


oY 


by getping our Wool has gotten. our Trade from 
Strength: 155 her Wealth ſer any one Judge by 
the great Things ſhe has been able to do; by the 
vaſt Sums ſhe was able to throw away in the Af- 
fair of Poland; by the Vigour with which ſhe car 
ried on the War in ah; by her Loans to the 
neceſſitous Emperor, hy the Means of which ſhe 
managed Intrigues ſo artfully as to have Sweeden 
ſo much at her Devotion; by the Aſſiſtance the 
has given to Hain; at a Time too when ſhe had 
an Army of near 200,000 Men to pay, vaſt Forti- 
fications to keep in repair, beſides the carrying on 
expenſive Works for their Improvement, and the 


able, notwithſtanding all thoſe great Demands, to 


# 


put great Sums into our Funds. 


\ 


'Woollen Manuſactures in France are carried on at 
the Expence, and for the Benefit of the Govern- 
ment, here is a viſible Fund to anſwer all theſe 
- Demands. A Fund that we might have, if we 
would but ſtop the Exportation of our Wool. This 
Degree of Wealth has given her the Arbitration 
of Europe, and muſt enable her to give Laws to it, 
unleſs a timely Stop be put to the Progreſs of their 
Manufactures, by hindering them from getting our 
Wool. Ny ER re EEO I 
A Calculation concerning the Quantity of Wool growing 
ET in Great-Britain aud Ireland. 


yearly, in Great- Britain and Ireland, is calculated thus, 
It appears 'b 7 'the Toll Books that there are 
brought into Smithfield Market for Slaughter, to 
ſerve London, within the Bills of Mortality, 36,000 
Sheep and Lambs, weekly. "Now ao 6,000' of 
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rade ſhe has acquired great Wealth and 


erecting of new Ports; and laſtly, by her being 


But when we conſider that a great Part of the 


That there are a Million Packs of Wool growing, 
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ing to this Cofnpuration ouly, a- 


theſe, throughout | the BEA to be Ecinkd, nad. 


that there are 30,000 Sheep flaughtered one Week 


with the other, then the reſt of 'Englaxd is gene- 


rally computed to contain about ſeven Times as 
many Inhabitants as London, within the Bills. But 
ſuppoſing it contains only ſix Times as many, and 


that -accordingly. there are 210,000 Sheep llaugh- 
tered in England weekly; ad likewiſe, that 4 Years 
Sheep are kept for Stock, or that there are always 
in Being four Times more than are thus Laugh 
tered, as is uſual with Sheep Maſters to compute, 


and allowing every Sheep one with another, ro bear 


four Pound of Wool, and every Pack to weigh 
240 lb. then the yearly Wool of Eugland, accord- 


mounts to 5 Packs 728,000 
Nou in the Country throughout Exgland, People 


= feed as much on Fleſh as in Town, and drinking leſs 
they generally exceed them in the Quantity they eat. 


Then, as Scotland is of leſs Ex- 4 5 
tent and leſs Fruitful than England, e 


admit there are but One Quarter þ Packs 182,000 


part of the Sheep in it, and R 
amounts to | 
Then as Frelaud is not One Fourth] 


Part leſs than England, but is full as 


Fertile, and taken up chiefly wit $ 
Feeding, it hath been judged by $2470 


| ſome who have taken great Pains | * 


throughly to inform themſelves E - 

that it hath near as many Sheep in ĩt \Packs 364,000 
as there are in England; but ſuppoſe |. 
we ſay, only Half the Quantity that 
England produces, viz. 364,000 | 
Packs, the Whole amounts to One. 

Million and Two Hundred and Se- „ 
venty Four Thouſand Packs. nn 
Packs 1,274,000 


+» 


* 
e 


4,000 


only, 1 


.and gh too, if we 80 on to bi our l, ; how” 


the Labour of manufacturing 
I ſhall here ſubjoin, a 


'Two-hundred and Fifty- thouſand Packs of Wool, 


yearly, the fourth Part of the Growth of Great- 
Britain and Ireland, will Cloath thirteen or four- 
teen Millions of People, one with another, which  - 
is more than the Number of our Inhabitants are 


ſuppoſed to amount to; ſo that three Parts in four 
of our Manufactures would be exported, and brin 
home Money in return, to the amount of no 1 


than thirty Millions Sterling, for the bare Labour 


in manufacturing thoſe Seven-hundred and Fifty= 
thouſand Packs, beſides the Value of the Mol it- 
felf, unmanufadtured, which is reckoned at twelve - 
Millions more, in all amounting to Forty two 


Millions, all ariſing from one ſingle Branch of our 


Trade, and far exceeding the Value of all the 
Branches of Trade, —— to This, - or any 
other Nation. 

It N we were ſo with ain juſt to our- 
eyes, to preſerve this Bleſſing, we might be 
the riche land moſt powerful Nation i in the World, 
eaſed of our preſent . i of poor's Rates, and 
Taxes, and inſtead of being A and deſpiſed; 
. een reſpected, dreaded, and COIN: by our 

eighbours. 

Sometime ago our Poor „ to One Mit- 
lion and Four- hundred Thouſand; the Decay of 
Trade ſince that Time and the Severity of his 
laſt Year may fairly be ſuppoſed to have encreaſed 
the Number to two Millions; if we go on thus 
encreaſing our Poor, and leſſening our * by 
a farther Decay of our Trade, how ſhall we be able 
to maintain them? Almoſt every Thing is Taxed, 
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1 . TUE Fat thn avidin FORE 3 9 
Million off Packs © 
lculation of the 
Share that Foreiguers would pay of this Profit to us. 
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